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This paper endeavours to give a functional interpretation 
to the practice of abortion. 
A structural fit between the conjugal family and the 
current technological system was established. One of the 
dominant characteristics of the conjugal family is that of 
its decreasing size. A small family can only be accomplished 
through some method of family planning. But, the conventional 
birth control techniques are not reliable either because of. 
their inherent fallibility or/through misuse by the user. A
back-up measure is needed to prevent births that cannot be 
planned with the conventional means of birth controlo Abortion 
is the safety valve that allows the small, conjugal, nuclear 
family to be maintained for it is the functional consequence 
of the need for a post factum method of birth control. This 
leads to the hypothesis that there has been steadily increasing 
pressure for a more favourable attitude to abortion in America 
in this century. 
This hypothesis was examined by tracing the discussion of 
abortion by laymen's periodicals from 1929 to 1969. Three basic 
trends were ·evident in the thirty year period. The years 1929 
to 1939 were characterized by a positive approach. The magazines 
drew attention to the inadequacies of the law, and also to the 
short-canings of the surrounding institutions such as medical 
facilities in combating the abortion problem. During the second 
perio 1940-1955, public opinion shifted to supporting the 
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current restrictive abortion laws. The presence of the war 
and the post war emphasis on motherhood and family togetherness 
contributed to this attitude change. The third period 1955 to 
1969 was the one of greatest change as there was an increasing 
push towards more permissive abortion laws. Various factors 
such as medical crises (thalidomide incident and rubella 
epidemic), concern by professional groups i.e. doctors and 
lawyers, and the presence of pressure groups, contributed to 
this change in attitude. This latter period was then analyzed 
as a social problem using the /conceptual framework of the 
natural history approach developed by Richard Fuller arid Richard 
Myers. The three stages of awareness, policy determination, 
and reform were used to describe the steadily increasing 
pressure for more liberal abortion laws. 
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